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108 "IN time of PEACE PREPARE FOR 'WAR." 

"IN TIME OP PEACE PREPARE POR WAR." 

BT THE EDITOR. 

Few maxims, human or divine, have commanded such veneration of 
Christian Governments, as the one that heads this article. To such an 
extent have Great Britain, France, and the United States followed the 
teachings of this doubtful proverb, that their preparations for war in time 
of peace, cost more than the entire profits of their united commerce. As 
the venerable name of Washington is made to father this maxim, let us 
refer to him as the true expounder of it, during his administration. Let 
us see how he " prepared for war in time of peace." When that illustri- 
ous man acceded to the Presidency, the country had just emerged from a 
long, wasting war. The age was warlike, and the moral power of com- 
merce, and of international intercourse facilitated by steam, had hardly 
come to be felt as a ligament of brotherhood between nations. The dem- 
ocratic principle had hardly been acknowledged as a fixed fact in human 
government ; and was never more exposed to be crushed out of existence, 
under the heel of European despotism, than during the first years of 
American independence. The people were peeled and few, and scattered 
over a vast territory. They numbered scarcely four millions, young and 
old, bond and free. Powerful tribes of disaffected Indians surrounded 
the republic with a cordon of dangerous foes. If military defences ren- 
der a nation secure from foreign invasion : or if a nation is most exposed 
when least able or prepared to resist a foe, then at no period of our na- 
tional existence should there have been greater preparations for war in 
time of peace, than during the administration of Washington. And we 
may assume that none could have been more deeply impressed with the 
importance of such preparations, than he and his compatriots of the Rev- 
olution. Nor can we suppose they withheld a dollar in their expendi- 
tures for this purpose, from any reluctance of the people to vote adequate 
defences for their country. We have no reason to believe that the Gov- 
ernment under him would have appropriated a larger sum to the Army 
and Navy, if its revenue equalled that of the present time. How did he 
" prepare for war in time of peace," so precarious ? During the eight 
years of his administration, and while surrounded by perils which have 
long since ceased to exist, the whole amount appropriated to the Military 
and Naval Establishments, was $10,925,470. This sum, in his view, met 
all the necessties of preparing for war in time of peace. He asked no 
more to put the country in an attitude of defence, at a time when it was 
most exposed to invasion, if the principle be true, that a nation is most 
exposed when least able to resist. 
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Now let us turn to another chapter of our national history, and see how 
this maxim, attributed to Washington, has been carried out. During the 
eight years ending with 1843, a period of profound peace in the civilized 
world, this Government expended $163,336,717 on the Military and Na- 
val Establishments ! ! ! Taking the average population of the country 
during these eight years, it must have been nearly 16,000,000 — four 
times the number of the people under "Washington's administration. Can 
his example, then, sustain the present course of this Government in pre- 
paring for war in time of peace ? Is a rapidly increasing population an 
element of weakness ; or is a country more exposed to invasion in pro- 
portion as the number of its men and means for defence increases ? It 
would seem so from the course of our Government ; for while the popu- 
lation of the country has multiplied itself by four, the appropriations for 
their defence have been multiplied by sixteen ! — thus $10,000,000 for a 
population of four millions, and $160,000,000 for a population of sixteen 
millions, during a period of eight years. At this ratio, when the people 
of this country shall number sixty-four millions, then the appropriations 
for their defence, for eight years, will amount to $2560,000,000 ! ! ! Is 
it not time for the people to think of these things ? E. B. 



ON THE EDUCATION OP CHILDREN FOR WAR. 

BT J. F. ERVING, M. D. 

I apprehend that there is a radical defect in the education of children 
in respect to the subject of Peace and War. I mean Common School 
Education. We as individuals may advocate the cause of Universal 
peace. We may deprecate War, as the greatest calamity which can be- 
fall a nation, as well as being heinously wicked. We may denounce the 
policy of the heavy expenditures, which this nation annually makes, to 
foster and support a system which has drenched this Earth with human 
blood, and which has raged and scourged the human family to an extent, 
which the most malignant, and indeed every pestilence recorded on the page 
of history, can scarcely be considered as parallel ; and yet we permit 
principles to be infused into the minds of our children, in their common 
school education, which go directly to foster and nurture the spirit of 
War. 

This fact may seem incredible, but I shall endeavor (though feebly it 
may be,) to sustain the position here assumed. I do it for the purpose 
of directing attention to this subject, in order that a change in the re- 
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